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Sociology 

Level: Bachelor's Degree (Year 1)  
Track: All 
Semester: 1  
Course Duration: 24 hours of lectures 
Teaching language: French 
Teacher: Mireille MURE 
Contact: mireille.mure@univ-st-etienne.fr 
 
Course Objectives: 
 

The sociology courses offered as part of the Bachelor’s Degree in Economics are designed to provide 
our students with a general education that complements the economic approach. Indeed, the discipline of 
economics is the result of a particular line of thought and perspective on human nature. This sociology 
course aims to familiarize students with the sociological approach—in both its methodological and 
theoretical aspects—and, building on this approach, to help them acquire empirical and analytical insights 
into some of the major challenges facing contemporary societies. The authors and questions selected for 
this course will enrich the analysis of economic issues. 

 
Lesson plan: 
 
 

Chapter 1: Sociology: A Scientific Approach to the Analysis of Society 
I. Diversity of Subjects, Specificity of the Approach 
II. A Scientific Approach to the Analysis of Society 
III. The Sociologist’s Craft: From Empirical Data Collection to Theories 
 
Chapter 2: Major Authors and Schools of Thought in Sociology 
I. Context and Pioneers 
II. The Foundations of Sociology 
III. Major Schools of Thought in Modern Sociology 
 
Chapter 3: Social Stratification and Inequalities 
I. Social Stratification: Issues and Theories 
II. Social Stratification in France 
III. From Social Class to a Sociology of Differences? 
 
Chapter 4: Economic Sociology 
I. Sociology and Economics 
II. The Social Construction of Market Relations 
III. The Sociology of Market Functioning 
 
Chapter 5: Sociology of Consumption 
I. Consumption and Social Groups 
II. The Consumer Society 
III. From a Practice of Choice to Conscious Consumption 
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Grading system: 2-hour essay 
 
 
Prerequisites: none 

 
Bibliography/References: 
 
Regarding the methodology : FERREOL Gilles, La dissertation sociologique, Armand Colin, 2006 [2000]. 
 
BAUDRILLARD Jean, La société de consommation, Gallimard, 1986 [1970]. 
BERTHELOT Jean-Michel, La construction de la sociologie, PUF, 2005. 
BOURDIEU Pierre, La distinction : critique sociale du jugement, Éditions de Minuit, 1979. 
CHAUVEL Louis, Le retour des classes sociales. Revue de l’OFCE, N° 79, 2001.  
CLAIR Isabelle, Sociologie du genre, Armand Colin, 2012. 
DELAS Jean-Pierre et MILLY Bruno, Histoire des pensées sociologiques, Armand Colin, 2005. 
DUBUISSON-QUELLIER Sophie, La consommation engagée. Presses de Sciences Po, 2009. 
DURKHEIM Emile, Le suicide, PUF, 2013 [1897]. 
DURKHEIM Emile, Les règles de la méthode sociologique, Flammarion, 2010 [1895]. 
DURKHEIM Emile, De la division du travail social, PUF, 2013 [1893]. 
ELIAS Norbert, Qu’est-ce que la sociologie ? , Pocket, 2003 [1970]. 
MARX Karl, Le capital, PUF-Quadrige, 2014 [1867] 
MARX Karl, Le Manifeste du parti communiste, Flammarion, 1999 [1848]. 
FERRÉOL Gilles et NORECK, Jean-Pierre, Introduction à la sociologie, Armand Colin, 2007. 
MENDRAS Henri, La seconde révolution française, Gallimard, 1994 [1988]. 
LAHIRE Bernard. (dir), A quoi sert la sociologie, La Découverte, 2004. 
LAHIRE Bernard (dir), Enfances de classe, Seuil, 2019. 
RIUTORT Philippe, Précis de sociologie, PUF, 2019 [2004]. 
STEINER Philippe, La sociologie économique, La découverte, 2011 [1999]. 
WEBER Max, Essais sur la théorie de la science, Plon - Agora Pocket, 1992 [1904]. 
WEBER Max, Economie et société, Plon, 1997 [1971]. 
WEBER Max, L'éthique protestante et l'esprit du capitalisme, Gallimard, 2003 [1905]. 
 
Online magazines: 

Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales  
Ethnologie française  
Genèses  
Revue française de sociologie  
SociologieS  
Sociologies pratiques  
Terrains & travaux  

Magazines available for free on: CAIRN : http://www.cairn.info/ or Persée : http://www.persee.fr/ 
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